Hi Bveryone,

Everybody tells me I'm hard to buy presents for.
| guess it’s hard to get excited about stuff, espe-
cially when most of us have too much already. |
have to say though, if a present can be likened
to being able to see freedom at work in the lives
of women, there is no Christmas present quite
like it. A couple of weeks ago one woman gave
me the best Christmas present ever. Let me
explain.

While Gina was trapped in prostitution she

had no room to call her own. She used to stay
under another woman’s bed in a brothel. |
guess there were times when she had to wait
while her friend finished with a customer before
she could emerge from underneath the bed. |
presume when she had her own customers she
was permitted to use the bed for a fee.

Fortunately, not long after joining Freeset, she
was able to move into a new room with her six
year old son, a place they could call their own.
Well, you could call it a room but it’'s more like
a closet, a room created from the empty space
underneath a skinny staircase. The highest
point is four feet and the lowest — well — you get
the picture. Still, Gina has been able to leave
the sex trade and that’s worth celebrating.

There are times though when Gina, at her new
job at Freeset, falls off asleep. You see, being
H.L.V. positive means she is not always feeling

on “top of the world.” Thankfully, the antiretrovi-
ral medication helps bring some stability to her
health.

Good rooms are hard to come by in our
community so I’'m always on the lookout on
behalf of Gina and other women. | mean,
wouldn't it be great for Gina to have a better
room. Just two weeks ago Gina heard about

a room coming available in the very building
she was living in. With a little bit of help with
the deposit she would have a much better living
space for both her and her son. | could see
just how much she wanted that room.

When the landlady approached me to see if
Freeset wanted to take on that room | was
faced with a huge dilemma. Gina wasn’t the
only one in need. Women trapped in the sex
trade often have lots of, what | call, parasites
feeding off them -- people who sit on their back-
sides doing nothing but using the women as a
source of income. Their aim is keep them in the
trade and live off them as long as they can. Of
course these women can never be free until the
parasites are dealt with.

Sadly, even though Putul has been at Freeset
for a while, she is yet to be free from prostitu-
tion. Although this is hard to understand, her
parasites are her mother and brother who
pressurize her to stay in the trade.




Talking things through with Putul, we both My Christmas present: To be further down the
agreed the best way forward was to find a new  track in understanding what real freedom is. |
room away from her family parasites. Now you guess sometimes we think freedom is the ab-

can see the dilemma. Who gets the room? sence of conflict and pain and the ability to have

Gina or Putul? And who gets to decide? total control over our lives. Gina has neither
and yet can stand before God and others and

Knowing that Gina had her mind set on that say I'm free. Of course, it helps me understand

room | decided to talk with her first. ‘Gina, | a little more about this baby born in a stable who

know you’d love to move to the bigger room didn’t have a room either.

and it would be great for you and your son.

The difficulty is that Putul is still selling her body ‘%

and desperately...” Before | could finish my I

carefully crafted sentence of explanation Gina
interrupted with the biggest of smiles. “Give
her the room. | have freedom now. I'm free and
she’s not — please give the room. I’d love for
her to have the room.”

Freeset Tees in new building

Freeset tees was in one small room with 20 Thank you to everyone who helped get us into
women. We were packing on top of boxes and  the new building. We see it as a true blessing.
sewing with the women smooshed together.
Now, we are free to move about and have a
whole room dedicated to finishing, checking,
and packing. We LOVE our new space. It
is clean, airy, and helps us all stay organized.
You can check out what the new place looks
like by watching our building update video
number three (www.freesetglobal.com/news).
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Karls bit

Many businesses found 2009 a pretty daunting
year. For Freeset the rapid growth of the past 4
years (averaging over 30% per annum) meant
that the sudden drop in orders was very unset-
tling - not least because we now need about
800 bags a day to keep our staff busy. The first
half of the year was particularly difficult with
the factory shutting for a total of 12 days. The
second half of the year saw some resurgence
in demand which has kept us reasonably busy.

However, we are not out of the woods yet and
with more women coming in for training almost
every day - it becomes increasingly critical to
build our sales base. We are very grateful for
the partnership we have with our distributors,
many of whom sacrificially invest of their time
and resources helping us to build markets and
supply sales opportunities.
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Often we are contacted by people asking how
they can help Freeset. First of all — keep buying
our products! Tell your friends about Freeset,
share the story, encourage others to consider a
Freeset purchase. Many of our distributors carry
stock of Freeset bags which are available for
sale online. If you are part of a network (work,
church, club etc) perhaps you can encourage
them to consider a Freeset bag as a way of
adding value to their next event or to promote
their organization.

If you have any questions contact one of our
local distributors or feel free to drop us a line at
sales@freesetglobal.com and let us know how
we can help you.

Thanks for being a part of our Freedom Journey.
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The Pounds move in

We are thrilled to be part of the Freeset team!
Steve’s heart has been at Freeset for a quite

a few years already. He brought teams from
New Zealand each year and felt drawn to work
here full-time. He asked me (Heather), then

a widow from the USA with four kids, to join a
team he led in early '08. One morning he took
me to the roof of the Freeset building and asked
me to marry him! He chose that spot because
we knew it was the kind of place we wanted to
serve together.

As we prepared to move to India we usually got
one of two responses. “Great, how exciting!” or
“You’re going to take four children WHERE?” It
was very handy to be able to explain that Kerry
and Annie paved the way--and that their kids
survived! Our kids Hannah (16), Rachel (14),
Aaron (11), and Adam (7) have spent most of
their lives in Fiji so are very comfortable cross-
culturally as well.

We are in the midst of settling our family in and
beginning language study. At this point we are
helping to facilitate visits of teams and individu-
als to the business as a minor role while we
study. We plan to be here long-term.

Please contact
communications@freesetglobal.com
if you have any questions or feedback
regarding this newsletter.

There are many things that make adjusting to
life here a challenge, but time spent observing
our neighborhood is all that it takes to bring our
eyes off of ourselves and our vision back into
focus. The needs here are immense and heart-
breaking, but the hope and light in the eyes

of the women at Freeset shines all the more
brightly because of the darkness around!




